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We are in the season of the Church year when we explicitly 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus and therein his 
triumph over sin, death and the devil. What we say in our 
celebration of the resurrection, along with St John’s gospel is 
that Jesus Christ is true; in fact, He is the way, the truth, and the
life.

Though we have repeated the story and the fact of the 
resurrection over and over again (so much so that it has 

become familiar and ordinary), as Christians it remains of great importance to us. If Jesus isn't
the way, the truth, and the life, the only thing which we have to cling to, then we are indeed to 
be pitied, for we have nothing.  If one does not believe this, then what wisdom is there in 
gathering for worship every weekend?  Where is the comfort and hope of the gospel that 
Luther and others standing amongst the cloud of witnesses so desperately sought?  Where is 
the hope that we, in our own lives today, so desperately seek?  What have we to proclaim if 
not Christ crucified and resurrected?

Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. This simple creedal statement is the foundation of 
much of what we as Christians believe. But, of course it doesn’t end there. A number of years 
ago the late Verna Dozier, an Episcopal lay woman and theologian, wrote that the important 
question to ask is not: "What do you believe?" but, "What difference does it make in your life 
that you believe?"1 If it is true that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, how is that truth 
affecting your life? How does it change the way you perceive and experience the world? How 
does it change the way you relate to other people -- and even your view of your self?

Our faith is not something that we “get”. It is never a once and done thing. Rather it is lifetime 
operation; an ongoing process of discovery, becoming and implementing that runs through 
every day. Our life in faith, for it to deepen and grow, requires regular prayer, study, reflection 
and meditation. In other words, it requires time and energy. The payoff, however, is a life 
walking with the Lord that knows his love and providence; and that is an amazing thing.

Blessings
Pr Ralph

1 Dozier, V. J. (1991). The dream of God: A call to return. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cowley Publications. p.105
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 Stewardship Corner

From a news article which states that the year 2018 is set to be an historic year for Bible 
translations, according to Wycliffe Associates. Bruce Smith, the leader of the Bible translating 
organization, said that interest in Bible translation has "gone viral" and that the organization is
translating the Bible into more languages than ever before. "This is at a pace and at a scope 
around the world that is really unprecedented in the history of the world," Smith stated. 
According to OneNewsNow.com, ttoday there is the tools and resources now in place to 
steward God's word around our world with a faster production of translations. Wycliffe 
translates the Bible into 193 languages and have received requests for 600 new translations 
which they plan to launch soon. This let's us know that the word of God is still being spread 
around our world through the work of missionaries going into still unknown territory's 
spreading the word of the Bible. Thanks Be To God! This is great news.  Each day we get the 
top-rated news story highlights,and with so many being a tragedy, it can be seen how a 
person may lose hope. It is more important than ever to keep Jesus in your heart every day 
and use every window of opportunity which opens, to spread the word of the Bible.

Thank You for your continued contributions which you give to St. James Lutheran Church. 
The Lenten services have been wonderful. Please continue to invite your friends or someone 
you meet to our Sunday services. Please continue to pray for all members, our church and 
our world. Thank You All!

"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people 
and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit." Ephesians 19-22

Jerry Land

- Dollars and Sense - 
Thank You for your continued support!  This is the total for March 
Sunday contributions to the general fund.   $ 4925.00
Lenten Service offerings      $591.00
Schorlemmer Hall Usage        $50.00
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COUNCIL TIDBITS
    It was decided that a web site for St. James might be of benefit in
our continuing efforts to attract new members. Pastor will begin that
project soon.

     A regular Deacon rotation is to be established beginning in April.

    Better outdoor lighting is being studied following complaints about
difficulties after evening Lent Services.

Council Positions for 2018 are as follows: President, Allyn Rub; Vice President & Deacon Joel
Kuykendall; Secretary, Barbara Heldridge; Treasurer, Faith Grote; Education, Linda 
Robertson; Evangelism, Allyn Rub; Stewardship Jerry Land; Special Events, Jean Zekan; 
Building Maintenance, Roy Branham 

If you have any issues or concerns please contact Pastor Ralph or Allyn Rub, Council 
President

Prayer Callings
Please add these people to your daily prayers:  Roy Birk, Mary Kuykendall,   , 
Dene Rhoades , Teddy Joe Talley, Lucas Ahrlett & Brian Weeks.

Also the people with cancer to your daily prayers:  Tammye Sugarek, Harry 
Blank,  Shanna Murell,  Kerren Oestreich, Isaiah Garcia, Daryl Talley, & Fae 
Halliburton
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4Roy Birk
8Wayne Smith

18Jacob Smith
20Loretta Costar Hinson
21Judy Robertson
22Bette Wisdom
23Cassidy Rabb
23Vera Ellis
25Briley Crow
25Savannah Tribble



YOUTH TIME – YOUTH TIME –YOUTH TIME

• Youth Group will not have their regular meeting since it is Easter.
Our next meeting will be May 6 after service. 

• Our first youth night is Wednesday the 4th at 5:30pm.  Bring a
friend and share the fun and spend some time in devotion.  We
will only be there for an hour so parents can get you at 6:30.

• Saturday the 7th is our regular scheduled youth day.  See you at
3:30pm in the basement.  -Kay

Bishop Bradosky’s Easter message 
Dear disciples of Jesus, soon our greeting will be “Christ is risen! He is
risen indeed!” 

This Lenten season has been one filled with grief, dealing with terminally
ill pastors, their families and treasured friends. Emotional exhaustion is far
more profound than any physical exertion, far beyond running a marathon.
In writing the most difficult funeral sermon of my ministry at the death of a
dear friend of nearly 30 years, I was reminded and struggled with how
easy it is to speak of the resurrection as “future hope,” but not “current
reality.” 

There are some who want to argue as to whether the resurrection of
Jesus is “a myth” or an “historical event.” Unfortunately, I have listened to
Easter preaching that simply tries to prove that the Gospel accounts of the resurrection are historically 
accurate, believing that Christian apologetics, defending the faith, is sufficient to transform the lives of 
those who hear our well-reasoned thoughts. 

Even worse is the proclamation of Easter’s relevance as some distant future hope with implications 
only for the end of life, as if it is a “fire insurance policy.” 

We sing our “alleluias” because Jesus has solved the problem of our sin and guilt, and now nothing 
can keep us out of Heaven. We can focus on the practical nature of the resurrection that meets our 
needs or the supernatural and miraculous nature of the resurrection that seems to have little to do with
our existence. Preaching in either direction is not helpful in the mission of making disciples. 

I commend to you a third option, the resurrection of Jesus Christ as our current reality. Jesus 
expresses that current reality in the profound “I am” statements in the Gospel of John. Jesus tells us 
that he is the bread of life that came down from heaven. He is the light of the world and whoever 
follows him will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. He is the vine and we are the 
branches. He is the door to his kingdom, the Good Shepherd. He is the way, the truth and the life. In 
every way Jesus was teaching his disciples about his nature that not only entered the world but 
entered their lives, transforming their worldview, their identity and their existence 
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The most profound “I am” statement Jesus makes is in the context of the raising of Lazarus. You 
remember the story from the 11th chapter of John. Lazarus had died. Mary and Martha were grieving. 
Martha confronts Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here my brother would not have died.” Jesus 
responded, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha tells Jesus that she believes in the resurrection on 
the last day as a final and distant hope. 

Notice that Jesus is not content to leave her with such an understanding, but proclaims to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he dies, yet shall he live and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 

Jesus even demands a response from Martha, “Do you believe this?” Martha responds with a 
profound confession of faith. “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
coming into the world.” 

In the same way that the Eucharist is not simply a memorial retelling a story about Jesus, but Jesus’ 
true presence in the bread and wine of Communion, so we must also confess that Easter is not simply
the retelling of a story about Jesus, but that he is the resurrection. It is just as much current reality as it
is promise and our future. Through faith in Jesus the same kind of eternal life that flows through him 
flows through us. Through faith in Jesus we are already living our eternal life because our life is in him.

In Athens, Paul bears witness to Christ as their “unknown God” who is not far away but a current 
reality. He is the one in whom “we live and move and have our being.” The eternal life of which Jesus 
speaks is not knowledge about God but an intimately interactive relationship with him. It is life in Jesus
now! 

Jesus’ words to his disciples to prepare them for his death and resurrection inform our Easter 
proclamation. Jesus said, “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I
am in you.” 

In his commentary on John 14:20, Martin Luther writes, We are in Christ and Christ is in us. The first 
truth points upward; the second points downward. We must first be in him with all our being — with 
our sin and weakness and even with death. We know that in God’s eyes we are freed, redeemed and 
saved from these things through Christ. Then we must swing above and beyond ourselves in Christ. 
Yes, we must be totally one with Christ and his people. ... Consequently, sin, death, the devil and our 
struggles with conscience disappear. 

We can then say, “I am not sure about death or hell. If there is death, let it consume my Lord Christ 
first. If there is hell, let it devour my Savior. If sin, the law or my conscience condemns me, let it 
accuse the Son of God. If that happens, then let me be condemned, consumed and devoured with my
Lord.” But because the Father and Christ live, I also will live. Because Christ remains undefeated by 
sin and death, I also will remain undefeated. For I know that Christ is in the Father; therefore, I also 
am in Christ. 

This is how we soar above and beyond ourselves to Christ. Christ comes down to us from above. If we
are in Christ, then Christ is in us. We have received him and crept into him by faith. We have left sin, 
death and the devil behind. So, Jesus shows himself to us and says, “Go preach, comfort and baptize.
Serve your neighbor. Be obedient and patient. I will be in you and I will do all this through you. 
Whatever you do will be accomplished by me. Be happy. Be bold and courageous. Remain in me, 
then I will certainly remain in you.’” 

This is the bold and profound Easter proclamation that Jesus is the eternal life and that life in him is 
our eternal existence. Easter is our current reality. That reality has everything to do with our daily life 
as his disciples. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Bishop John Bradosky 
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